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Hasan Imam in Bombay on August 29, 1918, to discuss the Montagu-
Chelmsford Report. Wacha, Surendranath Banerjea, Bhupendra-
nath Basu, Ambika Charan Mazumdar absented themselves from
the Congress. After four days' discussion the Congress reaffirmed
"principles of reform contained in the resolutions relating to self-
government adopted in the Indian National Congress and the All-
India Muslim League held at Lucknow in December 1916 and at
Calcutta in December 1917, and declares that nothing less than
self-government within the empire can satisfy the Indian people, and
by enabling it to take its rightful place as a free and self-governing
nation in the British Commonwealth, strengthen the connection
between Great Britain and India.55
This Congress affirmed: "The people of India are fit for respon-
sible government, and repudiate the assumption to the contrary
contained in the report on Indian constitutional reforms."
The fourth resolution contained comprehensive suggestions :
"The Government of India shall have undivided administrative
authority on matters directly concerning peace, tranquillity and
defence of the country, subject to the following:
"That the statute to be passed by Parliament should include the
declaration of the rights of the people of India as British citizens.
"(a) That all Indian subjects of His Majesty and all the subjects
naturalized or resident in India are equal before the law, and there
shall be no penal or administrative law in force in this country,
whether substantive or procedural, of a discriminative character,
"(b) That no Indian subject of His Majesty shall be liable to suffer
in liberty, life, property, or in respect of free speech or writing, or the
right of association, except under sentence of lawful and open triaL
"(c) That every Indian subject shall be entitled to bear arms
subject to the purchase of a licence, as in Great Britain, and that
right shall not be taken away save by sentence of an ordinary court
of justice.
<e(d) That the press shall be free and that no licence or security
shall be demanded on the registration of a press or a newspaper.
"(e) That the corporal punishment shall not be inflicted on any
Indian subject of His Majesty, save under the conditions applying
equally to all other British subjects/'
After setting forth these fundamental rights, a fifth resolution
was passed concerning the reform proposals as they stood in the